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his experience. And I asked him: ‘‘How did
you let go of your hatred? How did you learn
to influence other people? How did you em-
brace all the differences in, literally, the cen-
turies of oppression and discord in your
country and let a lot of it go away? How did
you get over that in prison? Didn’t you really
hate them?’’

And he said, ‘‘I did hate them for quite
a long while. After all, look what they took
from me—27 years of my life. I was abused
physically and emotionally. They separated
me from my wife, and it eventually destroyed
my marriage. They took me away from my
children, and I could not even see them grow
up. And I was full of hatred and anger.’’ And
he said, ‘‘One day I was breaking rocks, and
I realized they had taken so much. And they
could take everything from me except my
mind and my heart. Those things I would
have to give away. I decided not to give them
away.’’

I see here today that you have decided not
to give your mind and your heart away. I ask
you now to share it with all your fellow Amer-
icans.

We love you, and we need you.
Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:37 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Dakota Ridge High School. In his
remarks, he referred to Jane Hammond, super-
intendent, Jefferson County Schools; Frank
DeAngelis, principal, Columbine High School;
Jon DeStefano, president, Jefferson County
School Board; State Attorney General Ken Salazar
and Gov. Bill F. Owens of Colorado; and Col-
umbine High School students Heather Dinkel,
student body president, and Patrick Ireland and
Sean Graves, students wounded in the April 20
attack. The transcript made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of the First Lady.

Statement on the Shooting
at Heritage High School
in Conyers, Georgia
May 20, 1999

Today’s shooting at Heritage High School
in Georgia was deeply troubling to us all. In
the wake of these terrible incidents, all
Americans must come together and do every-
thing we can to protect children from vio-

lence. I applaud the Senate for today’s his-
toric vote to close the gun show loophole and
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and
children.

Statement on Senate Action
Approving the 1999 Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act
May 20, 1999

Today the Senate approved the emergency
resources I requested to support our mission
in Kosovo. Congressional support for this
mission means our military forces can sustain
the air campaign until we prevail. It sends
a clear signal to the Milosevic regime that
the Congress and the American people are
committed to this mission. And the resources
I requested for the Defense Department will
keep our military readiness strong.

At the same time, the bill includes re-
sources critical to helping the international
community and the frontline countries of
southeast Europe cope with the massive hu-
manitarian crisis and other immediate spill-
over effects of the conflict and Milosevic’s
brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing.

This emergency funding package will also
provide urgently needed resources to help
Central Americans repair and rebuild after
the devastation of Hurricane Mitch. With
these funds, farmers can plant new crops in
the final weeks of the growing season; roads,
hospitals, and schools can be rebuilt; and
Central Americans can look to the future
with hope, knowing that America is standing
with them. The legislation will support the
improving prospects for peace in the Middle
East by providing additional assistance to
strengthen Jordan’s economy and security.
This emergency funding also provides re-
sources for victims of natural disasters at
home, and for our farmers in distress due
to depressed crop prices.

While I am pleased that Congress has fi-
nally acted to fund our mission in the Bal-
kans, to support the Middle East peace proc-
ess, and to help American farmers and the
victims of Hurricane Mitch, it is unfortunate
that Members tacked unnecessary and ill-ad-
vised special projects onto essential emer-
gency legislation. Were it not for the pressing


